
June 2018 Activity:
Challenge Your Perceptions

Purpose
To consider our own assumptions and biases about Islam and our role in combating misperception.  
Your Mission

Step One: Create a word cloud 

• Consider all the things you’ve thought about and learned over the course of the last ten months’
activities. Create a word cloud that brings together your ideas, perceptions and feelings towards
our faith and our Imam.

• Need some help? Here are some questions to guide you:
o What does it mean to be a Shia Ismaili Muslim?
o What are some of our beliefs and values?
o What are some pieces of guidance we’ve received from the Imam?

Resources
• http://www.wordle.net
• http://www.wordclouds.com
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bpVXq0koi1U

These links are provided for illustrative purposes only and are not endorsed by the Aga Khan Council, Ismaili Tariqah and Religious 
Education Board, or any affiliated body (the Jamati Institutions). The Jamati Institutions do not assume any responsibility for content 
provided by third parities.

Bonus activity: Find articles or experiences (e.g., artwork) that reflect your perception of Islam. 
Think about organizations in Canada and abroad that are promoting justice and understanding 
such as the Aga Khan Museum and the Red Crescent.

Share your experiences: Please text or email your experience and feedback to 
JubileeInfo@usaji.org. Please include Family Reflections Program in the subject line of your e-mail.

June & July 2018 Theme: 
Becoming Ambassadors of Islam: Understanding 
our Contemporary Context

Dinner Time Discussion
1. What can you do to help with misperceptions of Islam?
2. How does it make you feel when you hear others talk about Islam in an uninformed way and/or
when they make jokes?
3. What roles do the Aga Khan Museum and Ismaili Centre play in dealing with misperceptions?

Step Two: The misperception challenge 

• Think about some of the common misperceptions of Islam that you might hold.
o Hint: Misperception is a mistaken belief, idea or interpretation about something. Often, we

have these because we know little of the subject and rely on stereotypes and others’
opinions

• Make a list of misperceptions that are often seen on tv, reported on by the news or things you
have heard.  Some questions to think about to help you create your list are:

o What are the gender roles associated to Muslim men and women?
o What are beliefs and practices that Muslims follow?
o What are some common images shown about Muslims on TV and in the movies?

• Create an advocacy statement that shows your intention to combat misperceptions of Islam.
o For example: I swear to always stand up for my faith and explain to others that we

(Muslims) are not all the same and in fact Islam stands for Peace and Justice.




